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BUILDER EDUCATION

Please print and use in your site office, 
for further information www.zerocarbonhub.org
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WHAT TO DO?

CAVITY WALL 

Z E R O  C A R B O N  H U B  B U I L D E R S '  B O O K

4.0

1 Protect cavity and insulation from mortar droppings
2  Smooth mortar joints to allow insulation board tight against block
3 Install insulation tightly butted with no gaps
4  Cut insulation tight to cavity closers, lintels and cavity trays

GAPS!

PROBLEM TO AVOID

INSULATION 
NOT TIGHT
TO WALL 
FACE DUE TO 
ROUGH 
SURFACE 
CREATED 
BY EXCESS 
MORTAR

GOOD PRACTICE

GAPS IN INSULATION

AIR GAP

GAPS BETWEEN 
ADJACENT BOARDS 
= HEAT LOSS
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Use preformed tray around complex junctions

CAVITY WALL

Z E R O  C A R B O N  H U B  B U I L D E R S '  B O O K
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WHAT TO DO?

 Install rigid insulation 
behind steel beams, 
cavity trays, meter boxes 
and subfloor vents or any 
other elements bridging 
cavity

Blown or injected 
insulation, ensure this 
reaches the whole wall 
with no gaps

 Adjust drill pattern for 
tight spots, cavity trays 
and inject below DPC

Install cavity trays 
where needed

GOOD PRACTICE

MISSING INSULATIONPROBLEM TO AVOID

MISSING 
INSULATION

INSULATION CUT 
BEHIND CAVITY 
TRAYS

INSULATION BEHIND
METER BOX

RECESSED 
METER 
BOX

NO INSULATION 
BEHIND METER BOX

CUT INSULATION 
AROUND CAVITY TRAY

MISSING
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